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The MENA Region Initiative As a Model of NEXUS
Approach and Renewable Energy Technologies
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About MINARET

The MENA Region Initiative as a Model of NEXUS
Approach and Renewable Energy Technologies
(MINARET) was launched in Jordan, Lebanon, and
Tunisia in early 2017, targeting four municipalities:

- Sahab Municipality in Jordan
- Al-Karak Municipality in Jordan
- Jdaidet Chouf in Lebanon

- Monastir in Tunisia

Al-Karak in Jordan

MINARET aims to strengthening regional
cooperation between these countries by
implementing the NEXUS approach integrated with
renewable energy technologies at municipalities'
level to mitigate climate change impacts and
combat poverty, with generous funding from the
Swedish International Development Cooperation
Agency (Sida).

MINARET's main goal is to create a paradigm shift
where municipalities grow from simply being
service providers to becoming active sustainable
development leaders. Municipalities can be

transformed to become hubs for public services and
solid economic entities, attracting investments
based on partnership with the private sector, local
communities and government agencies.

Objectives

- Build the municipality’s resilience to climate
change through adopting renewable energy
resources and energy efficiency applications,
water management techniques and food
security approaches.

- Strengthen institutional capacities of the
relevant governmental authorities involved in
the project, through promoting policy dialogues
and implementing different capacity-building
programs.

- Promote inter-municipal regional cooperation to
enhance good governance, and equitably
dealing with the needs and human rights
especially for refugee’s surviving in and around
municipalities.

- Reinforce the role of women, youth and
marginalized groups in developing and
implementing NEXUS approach.

- Develop a MENA dialogue platform focusing on
knowledge share, education and lessons learned
at national, regional policy levels.

MINARET: One Year Later

During the first year, MINARET team held a series of
workshops with all partners and stakeholders and
conducted several studies and consultations that
has resulted in 23 municipality and country level
reports and studies:

- 18 studies on water, agriculture, energy
efficiency, renewable energy and gender

- Policy assessment report

- Stakeholder identification and mapping
- Gender baseline analysis

- Socio-economic study

- An assessment of Human rights legislation in
water and energy sectors.

Based on these studies, MINARET proposed a range
of sustainable environmental solutions at each
municipality like the installation of solar panels to
treat wastewater that will be used for crop
cultivation and irrigation.

Monastir in Tunisia

Synergies

MINARET worked on building strategic partnerships
with local and international institutions who share
the project’s objectives like:

- German Agency for International Cooperation
(GIZ)

- Bremen Overseas Research and Development
Association (BORDA)

Shams MINARET Initiative

Shams Minaret Initiative aims to encourage
women’s participation and enhance their career
development in energy, water and food sectors,
addressing the challenges they face and finding
solutions by ensuring equal job opportunities and
engaging women and men in regional dialogues.

Communication

The MINARET website, regional dialogue platform
and mobile application have been launched for
sharing experiences, disseminating knowledge and
discussing policies at the national and regional
levels.

in Lebanon

A communication plan for each municipality was
developed, incorporating communication tools, key
messages and activities to empower the
municipalities to join the Covenant of Mayors in
Brussels. This would increase the chances of raising
funds that support the implementation of
municipal projects.
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National Energy Research Center / Royal Scientific Society (NERC/RSS)
P.O.Box: 1945 Jubeiha, Amman 11941 Jordan
Tel: +962 6 5338014/42 Fax: +962 6 5338043
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