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08:00 - 09:00

Registration

09:00 - 09:45 Opening

09:45 - 10:15 NEXUS:
Context
& Application

10:15-10:30 NEXUS:

Existing
National Policies
& Needed
Solutions

10:30 - 11:30 Panel Session1:
NEXUS - An
Opportunity for

Municipalities

Speakers:
o Mr. Rafik Maatouk - Mayor of Monastir
o Mr. Akram Sebri - Governor of Monastir

o Mr. Chokri ben Hassan - Secretary of State for
Local Affairs & Environment

» Eng. Rafat Assi - VP Research & Development
at RSS - On RSS/ NERC & MINARET Project

e H.E. Mr. Fredrik Florén - Swedish Ambassador
in Tunisia

Speakers:

o Dr. Holger Hoff - MINARET NEXUS Expert

e Dr. Nisreen Lahham, GIZ - Nexus Dialogues
Programme & Ms. Ruth Erlbeck, GIZ

Speakers:
o Dr. Saud Quran - MINARET Policy Expert

Moderator: Mr. Laith Al-Qasem
Panelists:

o Eng. Radia Sedaoui, ESCWA, Lebanon - NEXUS
Expert

» Eng. Rafat Assi, NERC/RSS, Jordan - Water &
Environment Expert

o Eng. Raji Maasri, Lebanon, Water, Agriculture
& Sustainability Expert

o Mr. Faical Kazaz, Ministry of Local Affairs &
Environment, Tunisia - Municipality Expert

o Ms. Amel Mrad Bida, Tunisia, Energy Expert

Program

Welcome remarks

MINARET: A regional project with
national focus

The Swedish International Development
Cooperation Agency (SIDA): goals and
strategies

Program

Understanding of NEXUS

NEXUS application in urban settings,
including municipalities
How NEXUS applies to municipalities

Key findings of the MINARET-conducted
assessments

The regulatory and legal framework in
Jordan, Lebanon and Tunisia pertaining
to renewable energy & energy
efficiency, water management and food
security

The gaps, needed solutions and
recommendations for improvement on
the regulatory and legal framework

Program

Challenges, opportunities and priorities
with regards to NEXUS in municipalities

How applying NEXUS can support
municipalities & communities

Potential roles the municipalities can
play with regards to applying NEXUS

11:30 - 12:00
12:00 - 01:00

01:00 - 02:00

Coffee Break

Panel Session 2:
Municipalities

- from Service
Providers to
Sustainability
Leaders

Working and
Networking:
Exploring
Potentials

Moderator: Mr. Laith Al-Qasem
Panelists:

e Mr. Rami Takrouri, Jordan, Regulatory Reform &
Policy Expert

o Dr. Rasmi Hamzeh, Jordan Renewable Energy
and Energy Efficiency Fund (JREEEF)/ ministry of
Energy and Mineral Resources (MEMR), Jordan -
Financing Expert

e Mr. Mohamad Masadeh, Jordan, Participatory
Budgeting Expert

e Ms. Hla Omrane, Tunisia,Parliament Member,

President of the Foreign Relations Committee in
Monastir

Program

o The benefits of creating an
enabling environment for policy,
financing and regional networking

e The needed mechanisms for using
enablers to transform the role of
municipalities to sustainability
leaders

Group activity for participants to work together and Moderated by: Mr. Laith Al-Qasem
identify key outcomes and potentials for applying and Mr. Basim AlSaleh led by:
NEXUS in municipalities Panelists from Panel Sessions 1& 2

03:00 - 03:15

03:15 - 04:45

04:45 - 05:00

05:00 - 05:15

The Gender
Experience

Expectations

and Realities:
Facing Realities in
Municipalities
The Covenant of
Mayors:

A Window of
Opportunity

Communicating
Forward

Human rights and gender equality at the heart « Presented by: Dr. Soukeina Bouraoui
of applying NEXUS thinking in municipalities

Group activity for participants to discuss current
realities of municipalities and identify specific action
headlines for applying NEXUS in municipalities

e Moderated by: Mr. Laith Al-Qasem
and Mr. Basim AlSaleh led by:
Panelists from Panel Sessions 1 & 2

o The Covenant of Mayors: the value to
municipalities, opportunities and challenges to
joining

o The Covenant of Mayors: the basic eligibility
requirements and steps for entering the Covenant
of Mayor

o Presented by: Eng. Emil Alasis

Existing communication channels and platforms to
connect and communicate

¢ Presented by: Ms. Anwar Abu Sakieneh



AKRAM AL-SEBRI
GOVERNOR OF
MONASTIR TUNISIA

Akram Al-Sebri

Governor of Monastir, Tunisia

He was born in 1981 in Kairouan. He holds a Bachelor's Degree in
Economics and a Master's Degree in Public Law. He has been a
lawyer since 2010 and a law professor at the Higher Institute of
Technological Studies in Zaghouan.

He has been a member of the Higher Council for Development and
a member of the Economic and Social Council since 2008. He has
worked as a legal advisor to some private companies of economic
interest and legal advisor to some economic interest groups. He

served as the governor of Jendouba and then governor of Monastir.
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H.E. RIYADH MOUAKHER
MINISTER OF LOCAL
AFFAIRS AND
ENVIRONMENT, TUNISIA

G

RAFIK MAATOUK
CHIEF OF SPECIAL
DELEGATION, TUNISIA
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He holds a bachelor degree in civil engineering. He worked as the
media director for youth and sports in the state of Mahdia and then
in Monastir.
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Parliament Member, obtained Bachelor degree in mathematics

and science in Sfax in 1981, and Doctorate in medicine in 1989.

He obtained the certificate of specialization from the Faculty of
Medicine from Tunisia and Paris in 1994. He then became
assistant professor at the Faculty of Medicine in Tunisia in the
same year. He was awarded the Scientific Research Award in
Health Sciences in 1996.

Riyadh Mouakher worked as a doctor resident in the military
hospital in Tunis from 1990 to 1992. He then worked as a
resident doctor and head of clinic in several hospitals in Tunisia
and Paris from 1991 to 1995.

Between 1994 and 1998, he served as an assistant professor
and doctor at the military hospital in Tunisia before joining the
private sector in 1998.
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RAFAT ASSI

DIRECTOR OF WATER AND
ENVIRONMENT CENTRE AT

THE ROYAL SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY
TUNISIA
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CHOKRI BEN HASSAN
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR
LOCAL AFFAIRS AND
ENVIRONMENT TUNISIA

In addition to this position, he is the acting vice president for
research and development. Mr Assi is currently leading two
major international studies; Transfer of Sound Environmental
Technology (TEST) in Jordan within EU funded SwitchMed
program and the preparation of Jordan’s First Biennial Update
Report to the UNFCCC. Also, he is a member in major national
committees dealing with environmental issues. Mr Assi has more
than 25 years of experience in the water and environment fields.
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Secretary of State for Local Affairs and Environment, Tunisia
He is a professor of law and a chief financial auditor. He previously

worked as the delegate of Mahdia from 2006 to 2009 and as the
General Secretary of Mahdia from 2009 to 2012, before being

appointed as the Governor of Kairouan in 2015.
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WALID SHAHIN
DIRECTOR OF THE NATIONAL

ENERGY RESEARCH CENTER

MR. FREDRIK FLOREN
SWEDEN’S AMBASSADOR
TO TUNISIAAND LIBYA
SINCE 2014

working for more than ten years in the MENA region. Before
his current assignment, he was Head of Section at the
Department for North Africa and the Middle East 2008-2014 in
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs in Stockholm. During the
Swedish EU Presidency in 2009, he chaired the COMEP (Ad
hoc Working Party on the Middle East Peace Process)

and COMAG capitals’ Working Group in Brussels.
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AT THE ROYAL SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY
JORDAN

He has more than 25 years of experience in the energy sector
with hands-on experience in Energy Efficiency (EE) and
Renewable Energy (RE), policy dialogue, load research and tariff
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setting, energy auditing and management. He is currently the
director of the National Energy Research Center at the Royal
Scientific Society which is one of the key leading institutions in the
energy sector in Jordan. Eng. Walid is very active in committees
and policy making. He was the head of “Energy and Green
Building Committee” at the Jordan Engineers Association and the
head of the “Energy Labeling for Household Appliances”
Committee at the Jordan Institute for Standards & Metrology. He
is also a member of the “Energy Efficient Building Code”
Committee, Ministry of Housing & Public Works.
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SAUD QURAN
NEXUS EXPERT —
MINARET PROJECT
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He worked for the UNDP as Project Management Advisor in the
field of climate change adaptation and disaster reduction and
management for almost 7 years from 2007 until 2014. During the
last four years, Dr. Quran worked intensively as a consultant for
EU, SDC, UNDP and many other international organizations for
developing and implementing several projects in the area of
Environment, Climate Change and Risk and Emergency
Management. Prior to that he worked with the Natural Resources
Authority in Jordan, and he worked for 12 years in the oil field with
the French company "Geo-Services".
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LAITH AL-QASEM
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
EXPERT, JORDAN

He has over 25 years experience in business and development. He
has an intimate practical knowledge in technology development,
business development, venture capital financing, business incubation,
acceleration and mentoring of start-ups. He identified, invested in
and was involved in 19 start-up companies. In 2000 and 2004 Mr.
Laith Al-Qasem led Jordan’s first national private sector business
development initiative. Mr. Laith Al-Qasem is a member of the Jordan
Economic and Social Council and has led and participated in several
Jordanian national economic development initiatives. Also, Mr. Laith
Al-Qasem is a board member of several national associations and
NGOs which address gaps in the economic and social environment
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HOLGER HOFF
NEXUS EXPERT - SWEDEN
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He is a Senior Research Fellow at SEI Stockholm. He is also
scientist at the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research.

In Potsdam he works on sustainable land and water management
and on downscaling of the planetary boundaries. He also advises
German and Swedish Development Cooperation, e.g. on climate
adaptation, mitigation and the nexus.

Holger holds a doctoral degree from Potsdam University and a
master’s degree from Bayreuth University, Germany in
environmental sciences (geo-ecology).
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NISREEN LAHHAM
ADVISOR FOR GIZ - EGYPT

Representing the Nexus Dialogues Programme in the Middle East
and North Africa (MENA) region. Previously, she was the
Executive Manager of the Center for Futures Studies (CFS) and a
technical expert at the Information and Decision Support Center
(IDSC), the think tank of the Egyptian Cabinet. Nisreen is an
affiliate to the Academy of Scientific Research and Technology in
Egypt, and a member of the Futures Studies Council. She is also
the founder and head of the Futures Studies Forum for Africa and
the Middle and an editor of North Africa Horizons Newsletter.
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Amel Mrad Bida

Senior expert in sustainable
energy and climate change
policies, Tunisia
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She is also senior expert associate with the Regional Centre for
Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency (RCREEE) where she has
held several positions. She worked on the development of the
sustainable energy policies covering EE & RE and their relationship
to the environment, including the climate change and the carbon
market mechanisms in the Arab region. Previously, she worked in the
National Agency for Energy Conservation (ANME) where she
conducted and coordinated activities related to the EE & RE as well
as to the Climate Change.
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Radia Sedaoui

Chief of the Energy Section

in the Sustainable Development
Policies Division of UN-Economic
Social Commission West Asia
(ESCWA), Lebanon
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Ms. Sedaoui has an extensive experience in research, energy policy
advice, energy modelling, water-energy-food nexus, climate change
mitigation polices and technologies, petroleum economics, oil and
gas fiscal regimes and energy market developments. She held
several senior positions in Algeria with “Sonatrach” and with the Gas
Exporting Countries Forum (GECF) in Qatar. Ms. Sedaoui holds a
Bachelor of Industrial Engineering and Petroleum economics and
Master degree in Business Administration from the UK.
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Rami Takrouri
Legal, Economic and
Social Expert, Jordan

<

He has been a legal, economic and social activist since 23 years in
the management of social and economic initiatives and legislative
development projects in the Arab region. He worked to help
governments, bodies and municipalities apply best practices in policy
development to ensure legislative and institutional governance, and
to create a low-cost, low-risk regulatory environment through the
implementation of consultation processes for the legislation impact
assessment projects, which helped governments at the regional level
in developing better policies and laws. Mr. Rami Al-Takrouri is a
specialist in the planning and implementation of public-private
partnership projects

He currently serves as a consultant for legislative development and
policy development.
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Raji Maasri
Senior Environmental
Expert, Lebanon
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Maasri worked in the USA as an environmental consultant mainly in
groundwater and soil remediation of polluted sites. He managed the
reclamation of the Normandy solid waste dump along the seashore
of down-town Beirut into land that fit for high end real estate. Maasri
founded MORES in 2001, an environmental consulting company
specialized in natural resources management, strategic master
planning, and rural development. He has also co-founded and
presided over Delta Association, an international NGO working in
good housekeeping in industry in the MENA region. He has been a
senior consultant to the World Bank, EU, UN, Swiss and US funded
projects Faical Kazaz.
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Parliament Member, Tunisia

Hela Omrane L
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Rasmi A. Hamzeh

Executive director for Jordan
Renewable Energy & Energy
Efficiency Fund (JREEEF), Jordan

She is the President of the Commission on Investigation of Recruitment
Networks Involved in the Transfer of Tunisian Youth to the Fighting
Areas, and she is rapporteur of the Electoral Commission, and member
of the Legislative Committee Continent "Committee on the rules of
procedure and immunity and parliamentary laws and electoral laws."
She is the chair of the Committee for International Cooperation and
External Relations of the Regional Council of Monastir 2014-2018.
From 2015-2018; she studied engineering with specialization in
industrial biology at the National Institute of Applied Sciences and
Technology in Tunisia.

From 2015/2016: She was a member of the Legislative Committee of
the Committee on Rights, Freedoms and Foreign Relations, as well

as a member of the Special Committee "Committee on Women, Family,
Children, Youth and the Elderly".

Ms. Hela Omrane received a Higher Certificate of Technology in
Industrial Biotechnology 2004 from the National Institute of Applied
Sciences and Technology in Tunisia.
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He is a co-founder and CEO for consulting company CSRArabia
and he is experienced with project management. Mr. Hamzeh is
also a daily columnists and writer of newspaper articles regarding
political, economic, social and cultural issues. He is an assessor at
King Abdullah Il Center for Excellence Award, Abu Dhabi Award for
Excellence in Government Performance and Dubai Government
Excellence Program.
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Mohamad Masadeh
Management Consultant, Jordan
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He is an independent management consultant specializing in SME’s
and start-ups sector with over 25 years of experience. Mr. Masadeh
has been instrumental in the development of many national
initiatives and advocacy programs to stimulate positive change in the
national economy. He is currently vice chairman of Partners —
Jordan, the Free Thought Forum and serves on the Board of the
Young Entrepreneur Association and the Institute of Management
Consultants.
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Ruth Erlbeck
Project Manager -
GlZ, Germany
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Emil Alasis

Technical Assistance to

the RE & EE Programme in
Jordan (REEE 1)

Ruth is the Project Manager of the regional “Integrated Resource
Management in Asian Cities: the urban Nexus Project” in Bangkok,
Thailand.

Erlbeck also worked as GIZ Program Director of the “Integrated
Urban Development, Program” in Mongolia. Erlbeck has also
worked as a project manager for other GIZ project in Ethiopia and
Nicaragua.
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Team Leader, Ministry of Energy & Mineral Resources (MEMR)
MSc, Mechanical Engineer and Technical Consultant dealing with
RE and EE studies and having almost 32 years of experience in the
area of RES and EE project development. He has been a team
leader and a main key expert for the EuropeAid programmes.
Currently, he is the Team Leader of the Renewable Energy and
Energy Efficiency Programme in Jordan, funded by the EU and
implemented by the consortium “GFA Germany, Exergia Greece and
RENAC Germany”.
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Ralph Trosse
Technical Director
- GIZ, Germany
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ANwar Abu Sakieneh
Media and Communication
Expert, MINARET Project
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Ralph is the technical director of the regional “Integrated Resource
Management in Asia Cities: the urban Nexus Program”. This project
is supported by GIZ and it takes place in Bangkok, Thailand. Before
his current position, Mr Trosse worked as technical director of the
“Integrated Urban Development Program Mongolia” project
implemented by GTZ in collaboration with Mongolian Partners. Mr
Trosse has also experience in working as a Project Manager in El
Salvador and Pakistan /NWFP.
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Anwar joined the International Union for Conservation of Nature,
West Asia Regional Office in 2017 as Regional Communication and
Documentation Officer with past experience of almost 10 years in the
communication field in the United Nations Relief and Works Agency
in Jordan. Anwar has an extensive experience and robust knowledge
in leadership and people management, media management, internal
and external communication, public information, donors' relations
and other areas. She holds a Diploma in Leadership and People
Management from Cambridge International College and Masters in
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Soukeina Bouraoui
Director of the Centre for Arab
Training and Research, Tunisia

In addition to this position, she is Chair of the OECD-MENA Women in
Government Platform. Dr. Bouraoui is a founding member of the
International Forum of Mediterranean Women (1992). Previously, she
has been a professor of law in the Legal, Political and Social Studies
Department at the University of Tunis and head of the Department of
Civil Law & Criminal Sciences. She has authored several international
scholarly publications on the environment, economic law, citizenship
and women'’s rights. In 1997, she was elected a Regional Governor of
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the International Environment Council and she is a member of the pSaill
International Court of Environment Arbitration and Conciliation.
Basim Saleh

Business Development
Expert, Jordan

He has around 20 years of experience in leadership and business
development, covering a broad range of activities from setting up an
MIS department for a $300M company, to directing
multi-million-dollar joint ventures. Throughout his career, Basim has
supported customers from the information and communication
technology, defense, retail, public sector and energy industries.
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